UUFW

May 3, 2008

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Visitors

· Cell phones

· Coffee hour

· Chalice Social Circle today, following the 11:00 service

· Announcements-membership

SOUNDING OF THE CHIME 

PRELUDE 

OPENING WORDS 

There is a space between words where the spirit walks.

There is a sound between the leaves- 

A breath that separates each color.

There is a distance between thought and understanding.

There is a dance in poetry-lines that leap, or rest supine.

There is a "me in you and a you in you- and an "us" in me!

There is a knowing, in coming together.

Let us walk with the vision our souls give, 

        That we may touch the sense  

       That lies beneath what is said.

That we may feel the breath that separates the fall of 



   Each leaf, 

That we may run with knowledge and understanding.

   There is so much to experience, to learn, to hope.

   When we join together, the odds toward goodness begin to multiply;


And the burdens of our being are lightened-

 Let us join together in service, 

In stewardship, one for the other, each for the whole

UNISON CHALICE LIGHTING

May we each bring our best self, 


Our ideals, dreams, and songs to this hour.  

May this flame call us to a life committed 


To a higher purpose, 


An abiding will, 


And a common good.


May this flame ever remind us of our capacity 


To witness to the presence of the holy 


In all of life.

OPENING HYMN: #360 Here We Have Gathered

A STORY FOR ALL AGES:    Believe! 
Rev. Elaine

Talk about how we think and believe effects our actions and what happens to us. Demonstrate the arm strength by asking for an adult volunteer- then test arm strength when they are thinking about something they feel really bad about and really good about- have them tell youth what happened. 
CANDLES OF JOY, CONCERN, AND COMMEMORATION

(Sung Response #123 Spirit of Life)
OFFERTORY:

READING: #526


SPECIAL MUSIC: 
REFLECTIONS:  Towards A Theology Of Abundance   Rev Elaine Beth Peresluha

Human beings move in the direction of their images of the future. The more positive the image of the future the more positive the actions chosen will be. 

First- we heard about the Power of Positive thinking- then, Shakti Gawain introduced "Creative Visualization. We have heard from multitudes of others since the 60’s and 70’s that what we think and visualize matters- what we believe, will be what we create in our lives. 

Dr. Susan Love... one of the world's foremost authorities on breast cancer treatment stated that she felt that the increased incidence of breast cancer may be related to the increase focus on breast self examination. Dr. Love felt that there was a correlation between more and more women examining themselves for lumps on a regular basis to the number of lumps found... and she did not mean that the lumps were there and that women were just getting better at finding them... She meant that our preoccupation with fear and with disease was actually opening the way to the development of the disease... Since then, she has stopped teaching the traditional methods of self-examination... Rather than having her patients search their breasts and lymph nodes for lumps on a regular basis... she teaches them how to love and enjoy their bodies... focusing their thoughts and energy on the positive rather than fear and prevention. Opening the way to health and well being. 

Knock, and the door will be opened, Seek and you will find

                    Quakers believe that as you believe- and pray- so “ Way will open.”

What we believe, matters

I recently heard a speaker on national public radio compare the present attitude towards affirmative action in this country to the attitude in the 60's and 70's. He noted that early - in times when people could still afford to have one person in the a two parent family not working- when people were more available to volunteer time and money- affirmative action was popular. As were other social programs.  People felt generous- compassionate. There was enough to share and to protect those who had less, There was a consciousness about doing what was right for others that was reflected in social programming and voting. Today- affirmative action and social programs are resented. We live with a dominant culture   of scarcity- and fear. People are afraid they will lose what is theirs. They need more to prove they are safe or well off. People do not have enough to feel generous or to care for others or share.  

This spirituality of materialism and protectionism is making us into fearful animals hiding from life. Law suits and the hoarding of wealth are the results. It is the soul afraid of dying that never learns to live. If we change our way of being and our way of approaching the reality of our world... to a spirituality of abundance- to a theology of trust, we can let go of suffering... focus instead on the magic that exists in each breath that we take... each crescent moon that rises, each glorious moment of love we experience....

Introduce Dave and Thea as Stewardship Co-chairs. The give the financial budget details:

Much of the time that I have spent with you- one on one, in cottage meetings  during the LEAP Weekend to coach you to believe in who you are and where you are going. The transition team and I are committed to getting as many of you as we can into the same room so that you could see- and feel and appreciative what is at the heart of this congregation. Many of you have seen- and felt it- Your awareness and appreciation has inspired you to shape a vision for the future of this community of faith. As teams, as affinity groups, as individuals, you have:

· Begun the search for a settled minister with a vision of who and what you want your next minister to be. 

· Initiated building and meeting space improvements.  

· Expanded, reorganized and planned for more parking.  

· Reviewed and modified the Fellowship’s institutional infrastructure to improve communication and better utilize volunteer efforts. 

· Inspired quality in worship by reviewing service content, expanding music, creating triptychs, and panels- evaluating time, space, and esthetics.
You have discovered- and you are beginning to believe, that it is the connections you make with one another in this worship service, in meetings, in small groups, Chalice Circles and camping, going to the beach, and picnicking at Hugh McCrae park that is the core of who you are. The heart of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Wilmington is the safety created through respect and acceptance of diverse beliefs, lifestyles, and histories. That is you’re strength-the caring that encourages each member, friend and visitor to be the best we can be. That is what keeps this congregation alive. 

The 2008-2009 Stewardship campaign begins today- it is designed to inform you and inspire you to believe in the integrity and worth of this fellowship’s future that is unfolding. It is designed to inspire you to surpass a pledge goal of $193,980.00 

Introduce Thea and Dave: 

Here is the plan:

Everyone is invited to eat and be merry! On May 9th, 10th, and 11th, Circle Dinners will be hosted in several members’ homes. The hosts and presenters will be your ambassadors, providing information about stewardship, fellowship programs, activities, and goals. They will be gathering feedback from you about your needs, dreams, and wishes for the upcoming year.

If you have not received a phone call and confirmation for attending a dinner– or RSVP’s to an invitation Wilma Kuzmick will be at a Stewardship table following the service- she will also have pledge cards should you be inspired to fill one out today- before the dinners. 

We want you to be excited about being strong stewards of the U.U. Fellowship of Wilmington. 

We want you all to affirm the creativity, energy, and enthusiasm being expressed by so many in the fellowship, by generously funding the projects that have been initiated. The successful completion of the projects requires all of our gifts- time, talent, and treasure.

A strong commitment to good stewardship of this fellowship will assure the completion of all the current projects- You can assure that a year from now, the Fellowship will be in a strong healthy position to welcome your settled minister- someone who will have the professional skill to accompany you into a long, bright and fulfilling future.

Stewardship is the deep-rooted foundation of our generous, spiritual life. It fuels our dreams and keeps the fire burning. Stewardship involves every member of the fellowship and exists in everyone’s heart. Stewardship is 24/7 for 52 plus and it starts with me
We are so fragile... able to be blown away in a breeze of unknowing... vulnerable to loss, to pain, to disease and ultimately to our own mortality... To often, we allow  our fears and thinking small shrink our hearts and shrivel love.  Fear begets fear. 
Human beings move in the direction of their images of the future. The more positive the image of the future the more positive the actions chosen will be. 

If we believe that   this fellowship is growing and succeeding and abundant We will make it so!

This Fellowship is poised- ready to influence the direction of the lives within it and the community around it.  You have the resources and the values to turn hatred and violence into love and support. You have the hearts and the resources to aid those in crisis and to build hope out of desperation. This Fellowship is the leading liberal religious presence and vital force in the Wilmington area. 

As we each make our decision about how much money we will pledge to this U.U. F.W. I ask you to act out of faith in abundance. Believe in your Self and this church to do great things.  Way is opening for you to be a thriving liberal religious presence and vital force in our community. Today and always, BELIEVE!!.  Invest in the abundant future of this community. Happiness and inner peace know nothing of fear or scarcity. Happiness and inner peace depend on our relationship to beauty, to gratitude, to love and to service for something greater than the self.

You must answer the question:

What will you do with your gifts?

So for God's sake- and your own, call forth your gifts.   Act out of abundance and faith- be a birth giver!   Express gratitude with action!  Invest your time, talents, and treasures in the sustenance of this community of faith. We have imagined the possible! The vision is all about us. Happiness and inner peace know nothing of fear or scarcity. Happiness and inner peace depend on our relationship to beauty, to gratitude, to love and to service for something greater than the self.

The vision to know and share beauty, gratitude, love, and service is ours. Let us fulfill the vision and bless the world with our gifts. 
PRAYER/MEDITATION

There is a "me in you and a you in you- and an "us" in me!

There is a knowing, in coming together.

Let us walk with the vision our souls give, 

        That we may touch the sense  

       That lies beneath what is said.

That we may feel the breath that separates the fall of 



   Each leaf, 

That we may run with knowledge and understanding.

   There is so much to experience, to learn, to hope.

   When we join together, the odds toward goodness begin to multiply;


And the burdens of our being are lightened-

CLOSING HYMN: #1028  ( in Singing The Journey) The Fire Of Commitment

EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE:

SHALOM 

(Please join hands, as you are able) Shalom, my friends, Shalom, my friends, Shalom. Shalom. ‘Til we meet again, ‘til we meet again.  Shalom. Shalom.

